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Circling shapes in sky 

By GRAHAM LAWTHER 

CHRISTMAS brought a surprtse with a differ· 
eoce for a Netherthoog man-a ponlble UFO 
sighting! 
• Keith Robson was taJ<log an evening stroll 

near h1s home when he spotted d scs of ltght 
In the sky as he approached the Moor Lane I 
Bradsha.., Road junction. 

Mr Robson s&ld the fou• IJghts aeem.d to be 
at the comers of a shape maybe 200ft In d1am• 
ler. In complete alienee, they re~lved ror up to 
45 minutes at a he1ght of around 3,000ft unt1l 
they faded a ... ay, each revolution takmg Just a 
re ... seconds. 

"They were continuous lights circling 
Jround1 In one po.sltlon all the t1mt, oot go ng 
on ana off," he aald. The cloud base had been 
around 3,00011, he ldded, but 'vislb•hty wu 
good . .. You couldn't really m a. them!" 

He had f•rst · pot the a ghling do-"tn to ear 
headlights. But ho had always had an open 
mind on UFOs-and as he w Jo:ed BradshN 
L.an , It became obvloua the hghta could not 
be from a 'lehlclo but were hovering a few thOU· 
aand f"t above h m. · 

lnap Terry Jepson, of Holmhrth Pollee, said 
the sta11on had reeelved no reports at that 
time-around 7.30pm, Wednesday, December 
20-but suggested a rcraft landing hghts u s 
possible explanation . Planes left Manchester, 
llew low parallel to the A&35, tnd then 
S-"tltched off the~r la.odmp lights, causing pre· 
" ious s~tes of UFO s1ghtmgs. 

Oldham PoliCe sa..d their slahon had re­
ceived many UFO reports recently-the aight· 
logs beg•nn•no when Oldham's Christmas 
lignts wera sw1tched on! But those reports had 
come from the Ashton I Stalybridge area, 
wh re the to•n centre I er light ahow lP:' 
pealed u d1ses of light In the tlcy. 
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